How to change which program starts when you double-click a file

	You cannot use this method for a file that does not have a file name extension, or for a file that has a system extension, such as exe, .com, .bat, and so on.

	It is a good idea to note the previous program for the file name extension before you change the program that is used to open that file type. Then you can easily restore the previous program for the file name extension if the file is not opened correctly in the program that you specify. 


To change which program starts when you double-click a file whose file type is associated with a particular program, follow these steps:

	Open My Computer or Windows Explorer, right-click a file for which you want to change the program that opens that file type, and then use either of the following methods to change which program starts:

Click Open With to choose the program that you want. 

Point to Open With, and then click Choose Program to choose the program that you want.



	Notice that theOpen With dialog box appears. Use one of the following methods to select the program that you want to use to open this kind of file: 

In the Programs list, click the program that you want. 

Click Browse, locate and then click the program that you want to use, and then click OK.
Click Look for the appropriate program on the Web to browse the Internet for the program that you want. 



	Click to select the Always use the selected program to open this kind of file check box if it is not already selected.

	Click OK.


Note From now on, Windows XP will open all files that have this file name extension in the associated program. To change this, you would have to follow these steps again and associate a different program with this file name extension.

